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( Continued from page 324.) 


CHAPTER IIT. 


Of the qualifications of teachers. 

Mr. Lloyd, in his ‘*Teacher’s Ma- 
nual,” very properly observes, that 
the duties of a teacher are essentially 
religious: and as it isa dictate of com- 
mon sense, that no one can teach 
what he himself has not learned; the 
conclusion is evident, that the most 
essential qualification of a sunday 


school teacher is, that he be taught | 


in the school of Christ. 
Saviour laid the triple injunction on 
the apostle Peter to feed his flock, 
he inquired as often into his love for 
the chief shepherd: hence, we may 
learn, that no one is fit for the im- 
portant charge of nourishing Christ’s 
little ones, who is not animated by 
love to their Saviour. The reason is 
plain: such a one cannot feel a suffi- 
cient interest in their welfare ; he 
knows not the pasturage best adapted 
to their nature ; and would be as apt 
to give them unwholesome and dead- 
ly food, as that which is good and 
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nourishing. What husbandman would 
commit his flocks to the care of a pro- 
fessed enemy? The Redeemer styles 
himself the ‘*Good Shepherd, who 
laid down his life for the sheep,” and 
it cannot be a matter of indifference 
to him, what kind of a person he is to 
whom the purchase of his blood is 
committed, 


In placing our children at school 
for the acquisition of worldly science, 
the first inquiry we make is concern- 
ing the abilities of the teacher: and 
shall we be less concerned about their 
attainment of heavenly wisdom? and 
where their 
eternal interests are implicated! An 


express no solicitude 
irreligious teacher of a sabbath school 
is as greatan absurdity as it would be 
to appoint an illiterate clown profes- 
sor of natural philosophy in a univer- 
sity. If it be asked, might not a youth 
of genteel and amiable manners, of 
an unexceptionable moral charcter, 


'and good education, be a suitable 
| person to teach a class in a sabbath 











— tA el 


Prize Essay. 





December, 











school? 1 answer, only in so far as 
literary instruction is concerned. But 
the traits above stated, are, as far as 
they go, descriptive of the chris- 


tian character; though the portrait is | 


A chris- 
tian will certainly be a good moralist, 
and of amiable manners and deport- 
ment; and though every christian 
may not be a profound scholar, yet 
gross ignorance is incompatible with 
the christian character. And it is to 
the christian system that we are in- 
debted for the light of science which 
the world at present enjoys. Where 
true religion most prevails, all useful 
knowledge and arts are best cultivat- 
ed. But there are thousands who would 
answer the character above describ- 
ed, the appointment of whom, even 
as literary teachers in a sabbath 
school, I think ‘would be very im- 
proper. How many are there of an 
‘famiable and engaging character,” 
whose morals are unexceptionable, 
at least to whose charge nothing 
positively immoral can be laid, who 
nevertheless are speculative infidels ? 
With such, what reflecting man 
would allow his children to associate 
even for one hour on any account. 
The poison of infidelity is easily dis- 
tilled into the minds of youth: and 
its professors generally are very zea- 
lous in making proselytes to their 
system of darkness. But we will 
suppose that this moral character is 
no infidel, but “one whose under- 
standing is convinced, and who re- 
ceives all the doctrines of the Bible 
with implicit belief, and acknow- 
ledges the necessity of regeneration 
and an atonement,” and yet, not only 
‘** does not profess to be a follower of 
Christ,” but lives in a habitual neglect 
of the ordinances, and has never yet 


far from being complete. 
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complied with his suffering Saviour’s 
dying command, “‘ Do this in remem- 


_ brance of ME,’’—can such a character 
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be considered a suitable person to 
instruct children in religious duties, 


| while he himself is so awfully defi- 


Can he 
be supposed capable of making those 
salutary impressions upon the minds 
of his pupils without which all the in- 
structions he can give them will be 
like beating the air? Can he induce 
them to prize that “one thing need- 
ful’? which he himself cannot appreci- 
Can he have a proper sense of 


the value of the souls committed to 


his care, who has never been im- 
pressed with a sense of the worth of 
his own soul? In a word, can he 
lead those lambs to the arms of that 
‘** good Shepherd,” to whom he him- 
self is a stranger ? 

[ have been the more explicit on 
this point, because it is a litigated 
one; and I wished to give what 
weight I could to the side which I 
conceive to be theright one. Indeed, 
it is surprising that there should be 
any diversity of opinion on the sub- 
ject among professors. And I am in- 
clined to think that the dispute would 
be at anend, if the parties clearly 
understood each other. I hope that 
what I shall further say on the sub- 
ject, will have this happy tendency. 
There is one class of people, who, 
though they have not yet made a 
public, formal profession of religion, 
may be admitted as teachers in sab- 
bath schools: I mean those youth 
who were born and reared within the 
pale of the church; who still attend 
her institutions, and continue beside 
the shepherds’ tents. It is mostly 
from this holy seed that the Lord 
buids up his church, and con- 
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tinues her in the world. Many of 
them are come to years of under- 
standing, and having received a re- 
ligious education, are well calculated 
to bring forward their younger bro- 
thers and sisters in the ways of virtue 
and religion, in which they have 
themselves been led, though they 
may not yet have made that formal 
profession which others must do be- 
fore they are admitted. I believe 
many such have been growing in 
grace froma very early stage of child- 
hood, and may have arrived at the 
years of understanding for some time 
before they seal their covenant with 
God. And if these be the charac- 
ters that are described as ‘‘ per- 
sons of the most amiable and engag- 
ing character, whose understandings 
are convinced, and who receive all 
the doctrines of the Bible with im- 
plicit belief, and acknowledge the ne- 
cessity of regeneration and an atone- 
ment,” I acknowledge that they 
‘*may give much useful instruction 
to the pupils” of a sabbath school.— 
I conceive that this concession is per- 
fectly consistent with what I have 
above advanced onthe subject. Itis 
a lamentable truth that there are 
many “cold hearted professors.”’— 
And there are too many who make a 
profession of religion who really are 
unacquainted with its power. But it 
is not the province of man to judge 
the heart. “By their fruit ye shall 
know them.” This is the rule we 
must adopt in choosing a sabbath 
school teacher. An apostle admitted 
a person to church privileges upon 
his profession of religion and after- 
wards discovered by his conduct that 
he was still in “the gall of bitterness 
and inthe bond of iniquity.” Hence 
we see, it is only by the conduet and 














character we are to judge. Where 
these are unexceptionable in a per- 
son offering his services as a teacher, 
who will undertake to discharge the 
duty faithfully, we are bound to ac- 
cept him; and as long as he contin- 
ues to discharge his duty with pro- 
priety, we have no right to question 
his motives; but in charity, to form 
the most favourable judgment. Who- 
ever manifests a pleasure in this “ la- 
bour of love,” to which neither world- 
ly honour nor emolument is attached, 
gives no inconsiderable evidence of 
a mind animated with principles to 
which the wicked are strangers. he 
benefits accruing from the institution 
to society in a worldly point of view, 
by preventing depredations on pro- 
perty, &c. are too remote for the 
policy of sordid avarice. Present 
gratification is always its motto: but 
a mind exalted by religion, without 
losing sight of present and future 
time, calculates chiefly for eternity. 
Another important qualification 
which asunday school teacher should 
possess, is, an extensive acquaintance 
with the holy Scriptures. Out of these 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
should he draw instructions for his 
pupils: and thence will he be fur- 
nished with motives by which to en- 
These holy 
pages contain the doctrines of grace; 
the precepts of religion, and the best 
system of morality ; and at the same 
time exhibit motives to obedience the 
most powerful that can excite the 
human mind. The rewards they pro- 
mise, and the punishments they 
threaten are commensurate with eter- 
nity. They are not only a perfect 
rule of life and manners, but they 
contain better patterns for our imita- 


force these instructions. 


| tion, in the lives of ancient worthies, 
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than are to be found in any other re- 
cord, From these sacred volumes, 
then, can the teacher learn both his 
own duty and that of his pupils. For 
every station in life they furnish the 
best maxims for the regulation of our 
conduct. ‘They will show the teach- 
er at what point to begin with his pu- 
pils in order to lead them in the way 
of duty. They will inform him ex- 
actly what kinds of beings he has to 
deal with. Children of wrath, by na- 
ture enemies to God and godliness ; 
whose natures are totally depraved ; 
whose hearts are deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked; go- 
ing astray as soon as they are born, 
speaking lies. But this dreadful pic- 
ture is not exhibited without an ade- 
quate remedy. For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil. 


To make those who are children of | Ouihinen tis Ween; ent Heb 0s det and 


wrath, to become the children of God 
and heirs of heaven. For he hath 
made him to be sin for us who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. And 
vile as the human heart by nature is, 
the Spirit of God can cleanse and 
make it a temple for his own resi- 
dence. And it is at the heart the 
work must be begun that renders the 
life and actions good. It is from these 
books alone that true wisdom is de- 
rived. It is only by these that the 
spiritual instructer can be properly 
qualified for his important work. All 
scripture is given by inspiration of 


God, and is profitable for doctrine, | 


for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness; that the man 
of God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works. 

I patient, meek, and subdued temper 
is another quality requisite in a sab- 
bath school teacher. Whoever en- 
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gages in the business of instructing 
children, must expect to have their 
temper severely tried, and their pa- 
tience exercised. If they look for 
immediate success they will be dis- 
appointed almost in every instance.— 
The mind of children is a soil which 
requires long and laborious cultiva- 
tion, before the desired fruit ap- 
pears. 


It is casting bread upon the waters 
which is not to be found till after 
many days. A teacher will sometimes 
meet with children, who will not 
only appear inattentive to his instruc- 
tions, but will be so rude and froward 
as to be almost ungovernable. This 
will be discouraging. But he should 
not despair. The wildest tempers 


| can be tamed by proper management, 


and persevering assiduity. Some 
children will appear attentive and 


stupid, that the utmost exertions will 
appear unavailing. These should ex- 
cite the teacher’s interest, as well as 
his pity. On these he should be- 
stow more abundant labour, varying 
his method, and using all the means 
in his power to enlighten them: and 
as long as he can engage their atten- 
tion, he has no reason to despair of 
their improvement.* 


The teacher should let neither the 
rudeness nor dulness of his pupils 
ruffle or discompose his temper. By 
having a complete command of him- 
self, he can the more easily acquire 
an ascendency over them. There are 


* The writer of this has been a 
teacher near a quarter of a century, 


and he has observed that children 


who were the dullest at first, uni- 


formly made better scholars than 
those who were the most rapid in 


their improvement at the beginning. 
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children, who, if they see their teach- 
er easily irritated will be the more 
forward in doing it. Besides, as it is 
one part of his duty to teach his pu- 
pils to subdue and govern their pas- 
sions, he should show them that he 
has a complete control over his own. 
Example is better than precept. This 
will tend to inspire them with re- 
spect and veneration for his character: 
whereas, it greatly lowers the dignity 
of a teacher in the eyes of his schol- 
ars to give way in their presence to 
fretfulness and passion. 

Humility is another virtue that 
should characterize a teacher. This 
quality will tend greatly to the culti- 
vation of the foregoing. It is pride 
that makes us impatient and fretful 
under difficulties and opposition. In 
a high estimation of ourselves we are 
apt to imagine that all things should 
bend to our will; our self importance 
is wounded by whatever goes cross 
to our inclination, and we are impa- 
tient of contradiction and the least 
opposing incident. But when we 
have a proper sense of our own un- 
worthiness, we view things in a very 
different light. The adversities of 
our lot, and the difficulties we en- 
counter in the way of our duty, we 
consider no more than we deserve. 
The teacher of a truly humble dispo- 
sition, if he is tried with perverseness 
and neglect in his scholars, after all 
the kindness he has manifested tow- 
ards them, and the pains he has taken 
to promote their welfare, will reflect 
that they are partakers of that com- 
mon nature with himself, which was 
wrecked by the fall of man. That 
they are acting just as he formerly 
did, if not with regard to his earthly 
teachers, at least with respect to his 
heavenly Father, and the admonitions 








of his holy Spirit. I think nothing 


_will tend more effectually to fortify 


our patience, and excite our assi- 
duity and perseverance in the ardu- 
ous duties of education than such re- 
flections, How can we be impatient 
with children, when we think on the 
long suffering patience of God to- 
wards ourselves, in our perverseness 
and rebellion, even in the maturity 
of our reason. Those little ones can- 
not reason and reflect on the conse- 
quences of their conduct, as we can 
on our’s, yet they are not so disobedi- 
ent to us as we are to our Maker.— 
They have not given us as much pro- 
vocation as we give him, in whom we 
live, and move, and have our being. 
To correct their faults is indeed our 
indispensable duty; but, to an ingen- 
uous mind, no duty is more painful. 
And he who would inflict chastise- 
ment, even when most deserved, in 
anger or to gratify an evil passion, 
would be a monster, Let all then 
who are engaged in the highly impor- 
tant and responsible duty of educa- 
tion, cultivate a spirit of humility, 
and meekness, Let them think often 
on what they once were themselves, 
and even what they now are: let 
them have their own faults and fail- 
ures always before their own eyes: 
how often they offend their heavenly 
father; yet he bears with them, and 
punishes them far less than their ini- 
quities deserve. This will induce 
them to apply oftener and with more 
fervency to a throne of grace in be- 
half of the children of their charge, 
that they may be the subjects of di- 
vine teaching, and all be taught of 
God. 

A knowledge of human nature, espe- 
cially in its infantile state, 1S as requi- 
site in the teacher as in the superin- 
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tendent ofa sabbath school. With | 
this quality he will quickly discern | 
the different dispositions in his class, 
and know what mode of treatment 
and what instructions each require. 
To suit the capacity, temper, and dis- 


LT —— 


position of the pupil, constitutes the | 


perfection of the art of teaching.— 
The workings of nature are much 
easier discovered in children than in 
adults. Those are unsophisticated in 
the arts of dissimulation and conceal- 
ing their real character. And the 
awkward attempts they sometimes 
make to concealit, but display it the 





more. There is, however, as great a 


difference in children in this respect 
asin any other. Hence the difficul- 
ty of giving particular rules for ascer- 
taining their character. The most 
useful hints which I have lately met 
with on the subject, are given by Mr. | 
Lloyd in his Teacher’s Manual, abook | 


which should be possessed by every | 
sabbath school teacher. I shall here 
only observe in general, that long 
practice in teaching, with strict atten- 


tion and close observation, will ena- | 


ble a teacher in receiving a new class, 
to form a pretty accurate judgment of 
their characters and dispositions ina. 
short time. But lest he should’be in | 


an errorit behooves him to form an ac- 4 


quaintance with them and gain their | 
confidence and affection as soon as | 
possible; for it is by these means he 
will best ascertain the peculiar tem- | 
per and disposition of each. | 
Another indispensable qualification | 
of a sabbath school teacher, and the | 
last we shall now mention, is a cor- 
rect knowledge of the “ nature and de- | 
sign of sabbath schools.” 
in a business without a definite idea of | 


the end to be attained, would be the | 
height of absurdity. It is presumed, |) 











| offspring. 
To engage | 


however, that no person possessed of 
the foregoing qualifications can be 
destitute of this. So much has alrea- 
dy been written and published on this 


_ subject by persons of abilities so far 
_ transcending mine, that it would be 


arrogance in me to attempt any thing 
on itin this place. Neither shall I 


_ attempt to discriminate, nor decide 


upon the merits of the several writers 


who have recently treated on the sub- 
ject. I take the liberty, however, to 


recommend, besides the book above 
mentioned, to the careful perusal of 
every teacher, the American Sunday 
School Magazine, particularly the 
second number of the present year, 
which contains the successful prize 
essay upon the subject now under 
consideration. That piece, is on 
several accounts, the best that I have 
seen upon the subject. The style is 
chaste and elegant, perspicuous and 
animated. And though the subject 
is treated with brevity, there is no 


obscurity. I shall close this part of 


_my essay by merely observing that 


were I required to express the nature 
and design of sabbath schools in the 
fewest. words possible ; I would term 
it Evangelium Infantium; an exhibi- 
tion of the gospel to children. And 
we can never sufficiently admire and 
adore the wonderful kindness and 
condescension of our Saviour, who, in 
the management of that providential 
kingdom, over which he presides for 
the purpose of bringing many sons to 
glory, has established an institution 
which adapts the exhibition of his 
grace to the capacity of our infant 
Out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings hath he ordained 
strength. Well may they be vocal in 
his praise, and shout aloud hosannas 
to their kind and condescending king. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


The duties of Teachers of Sabbath 
Schools. 


The duties of sabbath school teach- 
ers are many and important. To treat 
of them all and do the subject jus- 
tice, would itself require a considera- 
ble volume. This we shall not at- 
tempt at this time. We shall men- 
tion a few of the most prominent, 
and treat them with great brevity. 
When a person is called to take 
charge of a class in a sabbath school, 
he should immediately turn his atten- 
tion to a serious self egamination re- 
specting the qualifications necessary 
for so important a duty; and if he 
should judge himself deficient in any, 
he should spare no pains to acquire 
them. There are few in our day who 
may not, by a proper use of the 
means in their power, qualify them- 
selves for this duty. Indeed we may 
say, the most general disqualification 
consists in a cold indifference and apa- 
thy in religious matters, especially as 
they relate to the welfare of others, 
We hear much about awakenings, 
excitements and revivals, yet they 
appear to terminate too much upon 
the subject themselves without pro- 
ducing that concern for others, that 
- public spiritedness, which would be 
the best proof of their reality and 
genuine quality. I always had my 
doubts respecting those excitements 
whose effects extended no further 
than the mind in which they com- 
menced. It would seem as if the 
subjects cared only for themselves, 
and provided they felt secure, the 
dangers of their neighbours excited 
no concern in them. This puts me 
in mind of Mr. Weary o’the World 
in the Pilgrim’s Progress, who was 
for pushing on to the celestial city 





_ himself, and leaving all the world be- 


_could along with him. 


} 
' 


hind him; but Mr. Spiritual, like the 
true Christian, was for taking all he 

This is the 
distinguishing 
characteristic of Christianity. I am 


genuine spirit, and 


far from being sceptical on the sub- 


| ject of real revivals; and for the effu- 


sions of his holy Spirit on any church 


| or people, the God of grace should be 


adored. He has promised to pour 
out his Spirit upon all flesh; and we 
are bound to plead and expect its ful- 
filment. But there is awful danger of 
delusion on this head. That many 
have mistaken those transient but 
powerful excitements above mention- 
ed for the saving operations of the 
Spirit, is very apparent from the facts 
that we have already hinted at, Not- 


withstanding such high professions of 


religion, it is lamentable that thou- 


sands of children in various parts of 
our country are destitute of religious 
instruction. To mention but a sin- 
gle instance, what numbers of vari- 
ous ages are seen pursuing their di- 
versions in the suburbs of our city 
and the adjoining fields every sabbath 


_ day! Could not this evil be lessened, 


| general 


if not entirely removed, by a more 


devotedness among our 


_ youthful professors, of whom our 


city can boast such numbers, to the 











| business of sabbath school instruc- 


tion? ‘* The Christian whose heart 


| is warmed with love to his Saviour, 


will engage with the utmost earnest- 
ness in the cause of sabbath schools.’* 
Motives of the most animating kind 
urge toitsundertaking. Motives not 
only from religious and patriotic con- 
siderations, but even from self inter- 
est might be cited. The advantages 
accruing to the teachers themselves 


* Manville. 
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in piety and devotion, form a pow- 
erful consideration. Mr. Lloyd, in his 
Manual, has a chapter “ On the per- 
sonal benefits which sunday school 
teachers may derive from their em- 
ployment,” to which we refer our rea- 
ders. A professor of religion refusing 
to engage in the cause when oppor- 
tunity offers, gives a proof, either of 
dreadful insensibility, or of insincerity 
in his profession. ‘Therefore itis the 
duty of every person when called to 
take charge of a class in a sunday 
school, to engage in the duty with 
alacrity, delight and energy: praying 
earnestly for the direction and assis- 
tance of the holy Spirit without whose 
gracious influences no duty can be 
performed aright. To his holy gui- 
dance and instruction it is the duty of 
every teacher to recommend both 
himself and his pupils, fervently im- 
ploring him to bless and prosper his 
labours. According to his earnestness 
and fervour at the throne of grace for 
the divine blessing, may he reasonably 
expect his success to be. When God 
is about to bestow any remarkable 
favour, he usually excites in those on 
whom he is to bestow it, an uncom- 
mon ardour in asking it, together with 
a diligent use of other appropriate 
means, The teacher who is seldom 
at prayer, and cold and languid in his 
supplications, need not wonder if his 
labours are not crowned with suc- 
cess. 

But his diligence in the foregoing 
duties are not to relax his exertions 
in other means; nay, his attention to 
those will excite him the more in 
these. The first duty in the imme- 
diate line of teaching is to form an 
intimate acquaintance with his pupils. 
He should know them well. The 
ayre, the capacity, the genius, the 




















natural and acquired abilities, the 
temper and disposition, the habits, 
the propensities, the ruling passion, 
the employments, and in a word the 
complete biography of every scholar 
till that hour, should be known to the 
teacher. The parents also, their 
character, occupation and condition 
in life, and particularly the company 
with which the pupil has mostly as- 
sociated, will be of use in helping the 
teacher to know what kind of soil he 
has to cultivate. 

The next duty of the teacher is to 
make himself, known to his pupils 
both as their instructer and their 
friend, Until he does this, their im- 
provement will be small. In doing 
this he is to guard judiciously against 
too much familiarity. Let him still 
maintain the dignity of his station: 
preserving inviolate the distinctive 
grade between “the disciple and his 
master.” That teacher will succeed 
the best with his pupils who knows 
how to gain their love and confidence 
without lessening their respect and 
veneration, and can maintain their 
respect and veneration without los- 
ing their love and confidence. He 
should as soon as possible convince 
them of the interest he feels in their 
welfare. Children are very soon at- 
tached to any one whom they believe 
to be concerned for their interests. 
And where they express a regard for 
a person, we may generally rest assur- 
ed that it is real. Whatever awk- 
ward attempts they may sometimes 
make to conceal their real charac- 
ters, or their faults, they hardly ever 
dissemble either their dislike, or 
their attachment. And the words 
of those only whom they estecm 
that have any weight with them.— 
They pay little regard to the instruc- 
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tions, the advice and counsels of 
those whom they dislike. Thus we 
see how necessary it is for the teacher 
to secure the love of his pupils. 
Another duty, (and that among the 
first,) which a teacher owes his 
pupils is to make them acquainted 
with themselves. To overrate one’s 
own abilities and good qualities, is a 
fault inherent in human nature, pre- 
vailing most in early life. It isa 
mountain of adamant in the way of 
improvement, It is a self magnifier 
in which we see our supposed virtues 
enlarged, and our faults, (if we can 
discern any at all) very much dimin- 
ished. Not only should the children 
be convinced of their ignorance, and 
shown how little they know, but they 


should be brought to the mirror of | 


the divine word, and made to see 
themselves in a moral and spiritual 
point of view. That their nature is 
depraved; that they came into the 
world strangers and enemies to God, 
under the curse of his broken law— 
that they are utterly unable to de- 
liver themselves from that state of sin 
and misery in which they are. In 
vain will the Saviour be exhibited to 
them, till they are made sensible of 
their need of him. And even if they 
were convinced of their ruined state, 
without, at the same time showing 
them the impossibility of recovering 
themselves, to what purpose would it 
be to direct them to a Saviour? They 
should often be made to contemplate 
those awful pictures of human de- 
pravity painted by the Spirit of in- 


spiration, those descriptions of our 


~* 


allen nature, found in the word of 
God, and these should be compared 
he standard of moral excellence 
and periect holiness, the divine haw. 
The absurd objection 


Vou. HIL—Z z 


som etimes 


' 


brought against presenting these 
things to the minds of children, viz. 
their incapacity of understanding 
them, scarcely need be noticed, It 
would apply equally to all kinds of 
instruction. The judicious teacher, 
however, will state them in language 
suitei to the age and capacity of his 


| pupil. 


Notwithstandiug the propensity, 


above noticed, natural to children to 





| difiidence. 


overrate themselves, some will be 
found so diffident of their ability, that 
when they are set to any new study, 
or to learn something of which they 
have no knowledge, they are dis- 
couraged, and sometimes exclaim 
that they will never be able to learn 
it. Such require encouragement, 
and much assistance in their first at- 
tempts, until their diffidence be re- 
moved, and they feel a confidene in 
their ability to accomplish what is re- 
quired. It should be the teacher’s 
care to preserve in his pupils the 
proper medium between a presump- 
tive confidence and a discouraging 
They both retard im- 
provement. And while he enables 
his scholars to make a due estimation 
of what they have already attained, 
he should set before them the vast 
attainments and improvements of 
which the human mind is capable, 
Exhibiting examples of excellence 


| for their imitation, will have a good 


effect. The maxim that example 
does more than precept, ought never 
to be forgotten. 

Another means of stimulating their 
exertions is to put them often in mind 
of the advantages they enjoy more 
than others. He should inform them 
of the thousands of their age who are 
left in ignorance and vice, destitute 


oi religions mstruction, without any 
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to care for their temporal or eternal 
welfare ; or to show them the way to 
heaven. When the situation of these 
is contrasted with the privileges of 
the pupils, it cannot fail of producing | 








some degree of excitement. 


The value of time and its incessant | 
flight should be deeply impressed | 
upon their minds: particularly the 
period of youth, the only proper sea- 
Evil habits of 
every kind, if they have contracted 


son of improvement. 


any, ought tobe speedily eradicated, 
and guarded against in future: espe- | 
cially that of sloth and indolence. 
**Idleness is the parent of vice and 
misery.”” And it is a habit extreme- | 
ly difficult to remove, when once con- | 


tracted. It extends its dominion over 
both the mind and the body: acting | 
on the latter like a morbid affection; 
and in reality soon producing disease 
and sickness, But it is not total in- 
activity into which children are in im- 


mediate danger of falling. Youth is 
the season of activity; and it will re- 
quire more care to direct it properly 
than to produce it. But it is that tri- 
fling and inattentive disposition, a- 
verse to diligent study and useful 





occupation, to which I allude; and 
which, if not checked, will soon settle 
down into a habit of languid idleness 
and sloth. 


If the teacher can impress on the 
minds of his pupils the shortness and 
uncertainty of life, it will excite them 
to aproper employment oftime. He 
will for this purpose make use of 
every instance of mortality, especially 
among the young. If any thing can 
induce children to reflect seriously, 
it will be such occasions, when any of 


their acquaintances or Companions 


Such 





are called away by death. 


-_ 


events should be improved by their 
teacher. 

But above all, the teacher should 
labour incessantly to impress upon 





his pupils the worth of their own 
He should inform them of the 
meaning of the Scripture 


souls, 
phrase, 
‘* losing the soul.” ‘The awful danger 
they are in of losing their souls, and 
the tremendous and eternal conse- 
quences if they do. 

We have been particular in pointing 
out these introductory steps, because 
the teacher’s success will greatly de- 
pend on the manner in which he com- 
mences with his charge. It is a trite, 
but a true saying, ** A good beginning 
generally makes a good ending,’’— 
And if the initiatory duties which we 
have enumerated, be properly per- 
formed, the teacher can hardly fail in 
the succeeding ones. They naturally 
lead and excite to others. While the 
teacher is endeavouring to impress 
his pupils with a sense of the inesti- 
mable value of time, will he not be 
arraid of losing a moment himself ’/— 
While he is urging them by every 


, motive that can stimulate the human 


mind to a diligent discharge of their 
duties, will he not be moved by a 


| holy jealousy of himself, lest he should 


not perform his own? 
Butthere are duties incumbent on 


him as a member of the institution, 


besides those which immediately re- 
late to instructing his pupils. To the 


| superintendent he owes due subordi- 


nation, and a cheerful and ready com- 


pliance with his directions. He isto 


_ pay a strict attention to the order and 


regulations of the school. 





He is to 
cherish a brotherly love and affection- 
ate regard for all his fellow teachers. 
He should endeavour with all his 


might, to promote harmony and good 
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will among them. Shun every di- 
visive course: cordially complying 
with, and co-operating in every plan 
adopted for the benefit of the school. 
In the association of teachers, he is to 
be punctual in attending their meet- 
ings, faithful in giving his counsel and 


advice in their deliberations, open | 


and candid in declaring his senti- 
ments, while a subject is under de- 
bate, but he ought cheerfully to ac- 
quiesce in}the decisions of the ma- 


jority ; and zealously concur in pro- 


= 
! 


} 


moting the measures which they may | 
devise to advance the general inter- | 


est. 
From the henourable and highly 


important post at which he has vol- | 


untarily taken his stand, he is not for 
any trifling consideration, to with- 


draw, as long as his services are re- || 


quired. Ifhe has undertaken it from 
worthy motives, the motives which 
animate every true disciple of Christ, 
the same motives will excite him to 
persevere. Those whom ‘the love 
of Christ constrains,” will take up 
their * cross and follow him” through 
many discouraging difficulties and 
trials; through evil, as wellas through 
good report, They will submit to 
many severe instances of self denial, 
rather than shrink from the path of 
duty. When they think of their Sa- 
viour’s love to them, and what la- 
bours, shame and sufferings he under- 
went on their account, they consider 
no piece of service too mean, nor too 
hard for them to do for him; espe- 
cially when he has promised to fur- 
nish strength for the performance of 


every duty which he requires, if they | 


will but take the trouble to ask it.— 
Let the sabbath school teacher then, 
neither relax in his exertions nor re- 
linquish his task, by reason of any 


| instruction in our land. 


—_— 


trivial occurrence. Let him not be 


| weary in well doing. Does the work 


seem too laborious and tiresome ?— 
Perhaps it is the first piece of hard 
service which his Lord has called him 
Perhaps 
he has never required him to sacrifice 


to perform on his account, 


an hour’s ease for his glory before, 
and will he basely shrink from this? 
Has he long before been a faithful la- 
bourer in his Lord’s vineyard, and 
borne the heat and burden of the 


| day? let him not fail towards the 


last; his reward will be in proportion 
Look back also, and 
call to remembrance what strength 


to his labour. 


was imparted, what support you re- 
ceived in the midst of all your toils, 
His eye was ever upon you, and when 
he saw you ready to faint and give up, 
he gave you support and encourage- 
ment, comfort and consolations, and 
sustained you till the present time.— 
Still rely on him for strength, and 
look to him for ‘grace to help in 


time of need.” PHILOP RDIAS. 


A GOOD EXAMPLE, 


‘‘There is now, I believe, not a 
town in this county without one or 
more sabbath schools.” Extract ofa 
letter from Albany county, New York, 
dated Nov. 13. 

This isa cheering statement, and 
it is nota little gratifying to be able 
to record facts of such encouraging 
import, in this comparatively early 
state of the progress of sunday school 
We know 


'not, but the same may be predicted 


of other counties, and other states. 
We hope it may of many, and it is 
our fervent prayer that there may 
soon be no town or hamlet within the 
limits of this extensive country, where 
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the sunday school shall not weekly } ess, which has been published by the 
assemble its little pupils, to teach || Union. We have placed its title at 
them their duties and their desti- | the head of this article, not only for 
nies. _ the purpose of recommending the 
work to our readers as one of the 


In the pursuit of any moral good, 
our mark should ever be placed high, || Most interesting of the reward books 
We may not always reach it by our | 0n the Society’s catalogue, but that 


most strenuous efforts, but we shall | We might avail ourselves of the occa- 


accomplish far more, than if we aim || sion of its notice, to introduce some 


at only moderate attainments, ‘There || §¢neral remarks upon publications of 
can scarcely be any circumstances, _ this character. 
where this truth could have amore | Few persons, who have not made 


the attempt, are aware of the difficul- 


important bearing, than in our own, 
or where it may be more profitably || tY of writing for the instruction of 
recollected, than by those who have | Children. Scarcely any undertaking 
' / appears to require less mental labour 


often been reminded of their inade- 
quate preparation, by their inability || iM its execution, and yet the failures 
in this branch of composition bear 
their full proportion to the whole 
number of literary miscarriages. Per- 
‘haps frequent mistakes on this sub- 
ject, have arisen from an opinion 


to avail themselves of the full extent 
of that blessing, which God has so 


abundantly dispensed to their cause. 
It may, perhaps, have been the pur- 
pose of heaven, by this exuberance 


of favour, to intimate to the friends 
of sunday schools, that the responsi- avoid the introduction of difficult 


bility of their future success rested || Words and abstruse ideas. But it is 
only with themselves, and that no || 2Ot requisite, merely, that the lan- 
obstacles woukl bar their progress || $¥8s¢ and sentiments should be such 
as children can readily comprehend. 


that little more is necessary, than to 


excepting what should arise from 
their own indolence or their own un- || While a work of this kind would be 
faithfulness. If such be the fact, and comparatively useless without these 
qualifications, something more is ne- 
nessary, and unfortunately, of more 


| difficult attainment, than mere nega- 





such the accountability in which we 


are involved, how should the thought 
awaken our energy and animate our 
exertions. Our’s is an onward course, 
and let every one who has committed || Positive adaptation—a certain affinity 
himself in this enterprise, take heed | with the modes of thinking and rea- 
to the admonitory warning, ‘* that he | soning usual with those, for whom 
look not back.” | these publications are designed—or 
| the impressions produced on their 
minds, if indeed, any such are made, 
will be always feeble and_ ineffi- 
cient. 

| Wedo not propose to inquire at 
| present what may be regarded the 


tive excellence. There must be a 





ROSABELLA OR THE QUEEN OF MAY, dy 
the Author of the “* Star of Virginia,” 
36 pp. American Sunday School | 
Union, December, 1826. 


' 
‘ 


} 
) 


This is the second original produc- | most desirable constituents for utility 


tion from the pen of the fair author- | in this species of composition, al- 
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though a full discussion of this topic 
might profitably employ many of our 
pages, and could scarcely fail of in- 
terest to all who are in any manner 
connected with 


youth. To sunday school teachers, 


in particular, whose hopes of success 
must, under God, chiefly depend upon 
their rightly understanding, and judi- 
ciously availing themselves of every 
avenue to the hearts of their pupils, 
this is a matter of deep and direct in- 
terest, and claims from them no com- 
mon share of attention. This atten- 
tion, we trust, will be bestowed, and 
to an extent commensurate with the 
amount of the benefits which may re- 
ward their care. Indeed, for our own 
part, we look upon it as nat the least 
among the countless blessings which 
the sabbath school system will shed 
over society, that it will throw new 
light on the proper education of chil- 
dren, by the number and variety of 
advantages it will furnish for a pur- 
pose so important to mankind. 
Whatever species of talent it may 
be that enables its possessor to com- 
mand the chords of feeling in the 
youthful bosom, it is oftener develop- 
ed, if not most generally inherent in 
the female mind. Whether this arises 
from a more intimate association with 
children in the early stages of life, or 
that there is a roughness in the nature 
of man which unfits him in some de- 
gree for communication with the ten- 
der mind, the fact is not less certain 
and apparent. Few, comparatively, 
of our sex have excelled in attempts 
of this nature; but we arc all familiar 


with the names of many females | 


the education of 








whose success in this department of | 


useful labour, while it has been preg- 


ed for their own memories a lustre, 


more pure and lasting if not as bril- 
liant as that purchased by actions of 
loftier pretensions but of more doubt- 
ful worth. We yield with more rea- 
diness to the temptation of paying a 
deserved tribute to the Mores, the 
Edgeworths, the Barbaulds, and the 
Sherwoods of England, with the hope 
that some of our own countrywomen 


may be incited to competition in this 


_ walk of peculiar usefulness, And why 
may not this and greater hopes be 
realised ? 


Particularly have we a 


'right to inquire if there are none 


among our sisters, devoted to the 
pleasant labours of the sabbath school, 


who are conscious of possessing the 


| power to contribute something valua- 
' ble to the enlargement of our cata- 


logue for youthful libraries? The 
regulations of society have tacitly ex- 
cluded them from active participation 
in many enterprises of benevolence 
open to the other sex, but this wide 
and extensive field has not been clos- 
ed against their efforts. Should fem- 
inine delicacy shrink from the publi- 
city of an exposure of an avowed 
production, it may still be securely 
shielded under the responsibility and 
patronage of the national society.— 
Our Magazine has already been in- 
debted to female contributors for 
many of its most interesting articles, 
and we should be wanting in grati- 
tude to defer any longer the acknow- 
ledgment of favours which we trust 
will hereafter be less rarely be- 
stowed. | 





For the Amcriean Sunday School Magazine, 


YOUTH’S FRIEND. 


|| Mr. Editor, 


nant with good to society, has gather- | 


1 have lately witnessed in various 


| places to which 1 have been led in 
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General Depository. 








providence, a great anxiety for xzw 
nooks, for rewards in sunday schools. 
As premiumsare not bestowed oftener 
than quarterly, the ‘* Youth’s Friend” 
furnishes a complete relief to the dif- 
ficulty. Here is constant variety of 
the most interesting and appropriate 
kind every month. 

Any school purchasing the back 
numbers, for 1824 and 1825, may be 
sure of variety for a long time. By 
giving them in their proper succes- 
sion, the children have an induce- 
ment to preserve them, and when 
bound, they are a valuable family 
book. 

As many schools may know very 
little of this important though chéap 
periodical, 1 hope you will insert this 
communication, 

GRANVILLE. 

N. B. Every sunday school library 
ought to order the bound volumes of 
this work, and all your depositaries 
should keep them on hand. 





GENERAL DEPOSITORY. 


The committee of publication are 
happy to announce that they have 
made such arrangements, as will in 
future ensure the speedy execution 
of all orders upon the general deposi- 
tory for books on the Society’s cata- 
They have been fully aware 
which has in 


logue. 
of the inconvenience 
some instances resulted from delays 
absolutely unavoidable, and have used 
every practicable exertion to remedy 
an evil which they daily and hourly 
felt, and deeply deplored. Were it 


necessary, a minute recital could here 
be given of various difficulties which 
have obstructed the full success of 
the broad and extensive plans on 


which they had based their endea- 








vours to fulfil the objects of their ap- 
pointment. A glance however at a 
few prominent circumstances will 
probably suffice for the present pur- 
pose. 

Much of the delay has accrued 
from the system early adopted by the 
committee, of stereotyping the works 
as far as possible. Of this system 
the benefits are as important as they 
are obvious, not only in the eventful 
reduction of expense it ensures, but 
in the increased facilities which it 
places at command for the ready 
multiplication of copies to an extent 
adequate to the probable wants of the 
auxiliaries. But it is not merely in 
these and other details connected 
with the mechanical departments that 
obstacles have impeded that rapid 
progress of publication called for by 
the demands of our friends, and our 
own implied assurances of ability. In 
the selection and preparation of works 
for the society’s press, the responsi- 
bility under which the committee act, 
preclude altogether that hasty judg- 
ment, and those cursory examinations 
which might be pardonable in situa- 
tions less delicate, and less peculiar. 
Nor have they felt themselves justifi- 
ed even under extraordinary pres- 
sure, in abating any thing of that jeal- 
ous vigilance which they stand pledg- 
ed to exercise over all works bearing 
the imprint of the American Sunday 
School Union, and circulated under 
that confidence which if they are not 
conscious of deserving to the full ex- 
tent it has been bestowed, is still too 
gratifying and too important to be 
lightly hazarded. 

These causes of delay might, not- 
withstanding, have been partially ob- 


| viated, had the committee anticipated 


the full extent of the emergencies 
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for which it became their duty to pro- | 


vide. While they have regarded the 
rapid accession of auxiliaries to the 
Union and the consequent increase 
in the demand for books with the 


most grateful sensations, it is from this | 


sudden and wonderful enlargement 


of their sphere of labour, that tem- | 


porary embarrassments have arisen. 


Scarcely had strenuous measures been | 


adopted to meet present exigencies, 


when new and greater claims suc- | 


ceeded, witha rapidity which if it did 


not transcend their hopes, far surpass- || 


ed their most sanguine expectations. 
But even these might have been more 
satisfactorily met, but from the fact, 
that many of the auxiliary Unions 
were equally embarrassed by sudden 
and unexpected demands upon their 
own depositories. Hence few large 
orders were received by the Parent 
Society without urgent requisitions of 
haste in their execution, and these 
frequently requiring several thousand 
copies, embracing nearly the whole 
extent of the catalogue. 


The plain truth of the whole is, that 
we have all been deceived in the ex- 
pectations we had formed of the 
growth of the noble system for which 


we have laboured. We had calculat- | 


ed only upon ordinary results from ex- 
traordinary exertions. We had invok- 
ed the blessing of heaven, but presum- 
ed to measure the degree of favour it 
should concede to our prayers. Our 


concern, however, is now with the | 


future; and under the clear light 
which past experience has thrown 
upon our path, we shall not easily be 
excused for a listless progress and 
scanty preparations. For the last 
three months our daily rate of publi- 


cation has been nearly 200,000 pages, | 


| 
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i 


averaging 18mo. size, and should this 
be found insufficient, it will be in- 


| ereased to the utmost extent of the 


| means in the possession of the Board. 











The committee have deemed it 
proper to make these explanations, 
not solely in their own justification, 
but because their distant friends have 
aright to be informed of every im- 
portant feature connected with the 
management of that general Union of 
which each auxiliary is an essential 
part, sustaining the same relation, and 
possessed of equal claims and equal 
privileges. In recording these senti- 
ments, they express also the feelings 
of the other members of the Board, 
who alike concur in the desire, that 
the connexion between the Parent 
Society and its branches should be 
marked by the most frank and unre- 


served disclosure of the views and 


'motives which actuate their endea- 


vours to advance the common object 
of our association. 


For the American Sunday School Magazine. 


SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS’ ASSOCIA- 
TIONS, 


It is the duty of every one who has 
the interests of religion and morality 
at heart, to do all in his power to- 
wards promoting and extending the 
influence of sabbath school instruc- 
tion. This institution is yet in its in- 
fancy ; and like every other system, 
requires time, experience, and inves- 
tigation to bring it to perfection. So 
astonishingly rapid, however, has been 
the progress of this, so extensive its 
influence, and so beneficial its results, 
ina moral and religious point of view, 
that we cannot but ascribe its prosper- 
ity to the smiles of approving Hea- 
ven. And as God still works by sec- 


ond causes in carrying on his gracious 
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designs, the principal cause of the 
prosperous condition, and happy ef- 
fects of sabbath schools, has been the 
unanimity of Christians upon this im- 
portant subject. In union there is 
strength; and ‘‘in the multitude of 
counsellors there is safety.” 

Under the impression of these con- 
siderations, I take the liberty of offer- 
ing a few thoughts on the utility 
and importance of teachers’ associa- 
tions, 

Man is a social being: and, such 
are the wise and benevolent arrange- 
ments of Providence, that, in order 
to induce, or rather to compel us to 
cultivate the social principle, we are 
so constituted as to be able to accom- 
plish very little by individual energy. 
The union of the physical strength of 
several individuals, is constantly re- 
quired in the progress of daily labour. 
Nor are we less dependent on each 
other in those affairs where intellec- 
Mental 
light, as well as material, is increased 


tual powers are concerned, 
by combination. From the associa- 
tions of sabbath schoolteachers, much 
benefit has been already derived to 
the several schools under their care. 
Experience, as far as it goes, attests 
their utility. Yet, the subject has not 
hitherto received allthe attention that 
it merits. As far as my information ex- 
tends, it has never yet been brought 
fully before the public. The princi- 
ple, the plan, the object, &c. of these 
associations, I have never seen dis- 
cussed in the columns of the Maga- 
zine. The extent of each association 
is the first thing that presents itself 
for inquiry. Ought the teachers of 
each particular school, to form them- 
selves into a society or independent 


association, governed by their own 
laws; to consult about the interests of 

















the pupils under their care, to devise 
the best plan of instruction, disci- 
pline? &c. With respect to the coun- 
try, where there is but one school in 
the neighbourhood, this question must 
be answered in the affirmative. But, 
I am clearly of opinion, that it ought 
to be the case every where; even in 
large cities, where there may be sev- 
eral schools belonging to the same 
church or congregation, The more 
numerous these independent associa- 
tions, even though the individuals 
composing each, be few, the more 
will a laudable emulation be excited. 
That two or more of these should 
form larger, or that all should form a 


| general association, Ido not deny ; 


but it is from these particular ones, 
that immediate benefit is to be ex- 
pected tothe schools. These socie- 
ties ought to hold frequent meet- 
ings: they ought to meet, at least, 
once every month. And at each meet- 
ing, the teachers should be required 
to present an accurate report of the 
state of their respective classes, This 
class report should exhibit the num- 
ber of pupils, the age, capacity, char- 
acter, disposition, and improvement 
of each. When the scholars know 
that such a report is to be exhibited, 
every month, before the society, it 
will have a powerful influence on 
them, in stirring them up to diligence 
and perseverance in learning. And 
if any thing will have an effect on 
their morals and behaviour, it will be 
this. It will have a good effect, like- 
wise, on their teachers: they will be 
emulous to excel each other in teach- 
ing; andit will make them more ex- 
act in scrutinizing the character, be- 
haviour, and natural disposition of 
their pupils. This will enable them 
to adapt their instructions the better 
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to the capacity of each. Every teach- 

















class report of the following descrip- 





























er should furnish himself with a blank ! tion. 
MONTHLY CLASS REPORT, OCTOBER, 1826. 
Ist Sabbath. {2nd Sabbath.|3rd Sabbath.\4th Sabbath. Remarks, 
Hymns 65 |Repeat’dthe/Repeated 12)First 30 Good memory. 
verses, remaining j|questions of|questions — |Industrious, quiet, 
part of Cate-|Catechism. |Catechism. |Mild disposition. 
chism. Has no remarkable 
Answered impressions ofa re- 
2 |estament -|questions of|Testament |ligious nature, but 
Es [125 verses. |Repeat’dthe/Catechism {70 verses. |seems attentive 
Pe 145 Psalm. |promisc. when spoken to on 
a) - — —|the subject. 
Kc 2 |Catechism Testament |Hymns 35 
‘S -|60 questions./Testament |100 verses. |verses. 
‘ repeated by 
heart 120 |Hymns 40 ~ 
Read 1 chap.|verses., verses. Answered 








and answer- 
ed several 

questions on}Read one 
its import. 














Read two 
chapters in jasked pro- | 
chap. Bible./Bible. 


several ques, | 
in Catechism! 





miscuously. 





By the secretary of the society, an 
abstract of these reports should be 
entered in a book kept for the pur- 
pose, distinct from the minutes. From 
this book, the society could ascertain, 
at any time, the amount of good they 
have done; which would be a means 
of encouraging them in their labours 
of love. It would also be a source of 
invaluable information to future teach- 
ers; in directing them what methods 
to adopt with different dispositions 
and capacities. No successful plan 
of procedure should be allowed to 
pass into oblivion. From such a 
book, there might, in time, be form- 
ed a perfect plan of instruction. To 
these societies, youth, who have their 
eyes toward the employment of teach- 
ing, should be invited. They might | 
attend as honorary members; or be 
elected as regular members; and be 


subject to all the laws of the associa- ' 


tion. 
In these meetings the spirit of chris- 
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tian charity and unanimity should 
be cherished with the utmost care. 
The teachers should cultivate respect 
They 
should remember that they are fellow 


and esteem for each other. 


labourers in the vineyard of their be- 
loved Master; and the only point of 
contention should be, who will do 
the most good, and be most faithful 
in discharging the duties assigned 
him. Ifthese mectings be attended 
in the true spirit of the institution, 
the benefits resulting, not only to the 
schools, but to the teachers them- 


selves, will be incalculable. 
RAIKEs. 





THE SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Say that “ sunday schools and Bible 
classes, which may be emphatically 
called the nurseries of the church, 
and to which we must, in a great 
measure, look for the religious in- 
struction of the children and youth of 
our charges, are rapidly growing in 
importance, in the estimation of both 
ministers and people.” 


—— 
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SYKOD OF VIKGINIA, 


The Synod are rejoiced to learn 
that that most effectual means of com- 
municating knowledge to the young 
by sabbath schools and Bible classes, is 
in operation in most of our churches, 
We regard this as one of the most ef- 
ficient instruments in the hands of 
Providence of securing the salvation 
of the soul, and would earnestly re- 
commend to those ministers who have 
not established them to institute them 
without delay, and to direct to them 
all that attention which they so justly 
demand.—The youth are the hope of 
the church, and require the particular 
anxiety and care of the pastor; they 
have a right to expect it, agreeably 
to the command which the shepherd 
and Bishop of souls may be said to 

ive to his ministers, ‘*Feed my 
ambs.” We have observed with 
pleasure that in one or two of our 
congregations, special concerts of 
rayer for this class of our people 
ste been held, where affectionate 
and pointed addresses have been 
made to the young. We re it as 
an example worthy the imitation of 
ministers. If such a concert of fer- 
vent prayer were frequently to be 
observed in all our churches, we 


should have reason to expect the ful- | 


filment of that gracious promise, “1! 
will pour out my Spirit upon thy seed, 
and my blessing upon thine offspring, 
and they shall spring up as among 
the grass, as willows by the water 
courses,” 





DEATH OF A SUNDAY SCHOLAR. 


A boy ten years of age, who had 


for several years attended the sunday | 
last week in this city.— | 


school, die 
pe gh cg inp he exhibited, in 
a hi egree, the wee: effects of the 
inatreation | he had received. 
whole mind seemed directed to the 
state of his soul. In the early part of 
his illness he was earnestly praying 
to the Lord for a new heart, and that 
he would make him a good boy. His 
fever affected his head at times, so as 
to deprive him of his reason, but in 
all his lucid intervals he was constant- 
ly talking about religion, and praying 
t he might be a good boy, love 


| 


His | 
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| God, have a new heart, and go to 


heaven. His sunday school teacher 
visited him several times during his 
illness, and conversed and prayed 
with him. At the last visit his fever 
was high, and he could bear but 
little conversations. As the fever 
abated and his mind became clear, 
his mother asked him if he would 
like to see his teacher again. He 
said “Yes, but if I don’t, tell him 
I am happy.” On the day of his 
death, one of his companions came 
to see him; and when he was going 
away, he called him to his bed-side, 
“shook his hand, and bid him fare- 
well, Flis aunt said to him, “ You are 
going to see that precious Jesus to 
whom you have so often prayed.”” He 
replied ** Yes;” and in afew minutes 
breathed his last. 

There is no doubt, but the reli- 
gious impressions upon this child’s 
mind, were made in the sabbath 
school. : 

MM. Y. Observer & Chronicle, 


—————— 





SABBATH SCHOOLS IN WINTER. 


It is a well known fact, that when 
_ sabbath schools were first commenced 
in this city, it was with the impres- 
sion that they could be continued 
only six or eight months in the year; 
and no doubt every school in the State 
| was commenced with the same im- 
pression, and in a great majority of 
instances they have been discontinu- 
ed during the winter months. 

In respect to the schools in this 
place, when the time had come at 
which it had been supposed the 

_ scholars would fall off, there was as 

at a number as at any former pe- 
riod; and after a consultation on the 
subject, the teachers decided that 
_they would continue the schools as 
long as the scholars were disposed to 
come. The consequence was, they 
have never been discontinued a sin- 
gle day for nine years. In the annual 
report of the Massachusetts Sabbath 
School Union, we have an account of 
several schools in the country which 
have been continued through the win- 
ter; and it is known that in several 
towns, the teachers have come to 
the determination to continue their 
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schools through the next winter by 
way of experiment. 


There can be no doubt that when | 


the weather is such that the scholars 
can attend meeting, it will also admit 
of their attending school; and the ob- 
ject of this article is to invite super- 
intendents, and teachers, who may 
read it, to make the same resolution 
which has already been referred to; 
namely, that “they will continue their 
schools as long as a sufficient number of 
scholars attend to make it an object.” 
And if it is admitted that the instruc- 
tions of the sabbath school are calcu- 
lated to promote the salvation of souls, 
and that souls are in as great danger 
of being lost in the winter as in the 
summer, nothing need be said to urge 
them to adopt the course here recom- 
mended.— Boston Recorder. 


SABBATH SCHOOLS, 


Of the progress of sabbath schools, 
and the blessings attending their es- 
tablishment, we continue to receive 
very cheering accounts from differ- 
ent parts of our country. The bene- 
ficial efforts of their institution, which 
are not immediately obvious, are 
doubtless manifold and extensive. 
Probably eternity will disclose their 
near or remote cofnexion with the 
salvation of thousands of souls, who 
cannot in this world be numbered 
among the trophies that grace their 
triumphs. Their high and holy aim 
is nothing less than the eternal hap- 
piness oF the rising generation; but 
short of this ultimate object, their 
operation is conferring incalculable 
benefits on civil society, by prevent- 
ing crime, and promoting good mo- 
rals, by bringing instructions within 
the reach of the most ignorant and 
abject children of poverty, and habitu- 
ating multitudes to an external ob- 
servance of the sabbath, who would 
otherwise be idling in the streets, 
or sporting in the fields; or throng- 
ing the haunts of vice and pollu- 
tion. 

The effects of inculcating the doc- 
trines and precepts of the Gospel in 
sabbath schools, does extend as far as 
this, wherever it is practised; and 


though it should not in any instance | 








reach beyond the present world, the 
cause of sabbath schools would still 
merit the cordial and efficient support 
of every good citizen. If engaged 
in with prayerful zeal and energy, 
still happier and more glorious results 
may be confidently anticipated, A 
great company of young immortals, 
redeemed from the bondage of sin, 
will be added to the spiritual kingdom 
of Jesus, and in the world of bliss, 
adore that gracious Providence,which 
conducted their feet into these de- 
lightful nurseries of the Church. 

There are facts to warrant such ex- 
pectations, The smiles of Jehovah, 
and the communications of his saving 
grace, in connexion with this kind of 
instruction, should convince the most 
incredulous, that itis a cause which he 
approves; and the cause which has 
the approbation of the Almighty 
must prosper. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL CONCERT. 


The monthly concert of the sabbath 
school teachers of Philadelphia, was 
held at the usual place in Cherry 
street, on Monday the 13th inst.— 
The exercises consisted of prayers, 
singing, and addresses by several gen- 
tlemen present, Among other mat- 
ters, a short and interesting story of 
a little girl in the state of New- 
York, was related by the Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the American S. 
S. Union, to impress more deeply 
upon the hearts of the assembly, the 
truth, that very little children can 
be, and often are converted, and be- 
come active and efficient aids to the 
public institutions of christian be- 
nevolence, and ministers for good to 
the souls of others. The little girl in 

uestion was converted to the Chris- 
tian faith about a rad ago, at the age 
of seven years, and immediately began 
to inquire what she should do, Her 
first resolution, was by little earnings, 
to contribute something to the sabbath 
school treasury; the fruits of which, 
have been, ever since, a punctual 
monthly payment of six cents; a sum 
which though by itself exceedingly 
small, the speaker observed, had not 
been paid (on the average) by the 
sunday school teachers of this city. 

An interest equally strong was felt 
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and manifested by her in the salvation 
of individuals visiting her father’s 
house, which had resulted in the hope- 
ful conversion of two young women. 
In one of these cases she had strong- 
ly solicited the favour of her mother, 
that the young woman might be per- 
mitted to sleep with her, declining to 
give a reason for her request. It was 
granted, and after retiring to their 
chamber, she spent the greater part 
of the night, in the presence and 
hearing of her companion, at the foot 
of the throne of Him who is exalted to 
be a prince anda Saviour to grant re- 
pentance and remission of sin. She 
was heard, and answered. In the 
other instance, under like circum- 
stances in all respects, songs in the 
night season and hymns of praise from 
achild so young, kept her compan- 
ion’s eyes waking, and through grace 
produced that conviction, which re- 


- gulted in a similar deliverance—and 


these two inthe last great day shall 
be stars in her crown of rejoicing. 
Philadelphian. 





LETTER OF THANKS TO THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CHILDREN OF NEW YORK, 


About a year since, the Rev. Mr. 
Ellis, who is now stationed as a mis- 
sionary at Kaskaskia, in Illinois, pass- 
ed through Boston and New York on 
his way to the West, and in conse- 
quence of his representations of the 
wants of that newly settled region, 
the children in several of our sunday 
schools were induced to put into 
his hands, for the benefit of their 
little brethren of the West, the 
Testaments and books which they 
had earned by their good beha- 
viour and scholarship. One box of 
these books, containing nearly 100 
Testaments and a considerable num- 
ber of the little Sunday School Maga- 
zine was presented by 18 children 
belonging to sunday school No 31, in 
this city; and another box by the 
children of schools Nos. 6, and 10, 
In a letter dated Kaskaskia, Sept. 27, 
1826, and addressed to Mr. James 
Bryson, superintendent of school No. 
31, and to Mr. F. T. Peet, Superin- 
tendent of school No. 10, Mr. Ellis, 
after gratefully acknowledging the 
receipt of these donations, thus pro- 
eceds: 








When f visited for the last time 
the sunday schools in Boston, { made 
a statement to them of the object of 
the Western Mission, and said to the 
children, “* You know the value of 
books in sunday schools. What could 
you do without books? They would 
be of equal value to the children in 
the schools of the west, many of whom 
have not a single book of any kind. 
Are you willing to do any thing for 
them? They can do nothing without 
books. Are you willing to send 
them any of the little books which 
you have received as premiums ?” 
When I said this, you might have 
seen in many a bright and_ ex- 
pressive eye, the forming purpose 
of benevolence. By the kindness of 
friends, neat boxes, on each of which 
was painted ** Books for the West,” 
was placed in each school. “If you 
will drop your little books, after 
you have read them, into the box, 
(through an aperture in the lid) they 
will be sent to the sunday scholars in 
the west.—I will tell them by whom 
they were sent, and will write you 
word of the manner in which they 
were received, and the good they 
may accomplish.” On the same even- 
ing a little boy, (J. E.) between five 
and six years old, brought me $1 50 
which 1 was told by his mother, he 
had been many weeks collecting. ‘1 
will not throw away my money, said 
he, in buying toys and sweetmeats, 
but will keep it for some good object.” 
When he had heard the proposal at 
the sunday school, to send books to 
the west, ** That, said he, is a good 
object, I will give my money for 
that.”” God bless that dear boy, and 
make many like him. 

These books and tracts, with the 
other donations from several ladies 
and gentlemen, have been received 
through the good providence of God, 
and have been applied so, as 1 trust, 
to meet the views of those by whom 
they have been so kindly bestowed. 
A considerable number of the Testa- 
ments have been given as premiums 
to the sunday school children of the 
west, and the circumstance of their 
having come from the sunday school 
children of the east, adds greatly to 
their value in the view of those who 
received them. 
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On opening these Testaments, you 
see a handsomely printed certificate, 
with the name of the receiver. When 
bestowed as a premium again here, 
we insert on the opposite page the 
following: ‘*For the same reasons 
(i. e. as expressed in the printed cer- 
tificate,) and also in testimony of re- 
gard for the happiness of others, this 
Testament is now again presented by 
A. B. to A. B. of the sunday school, 


&e.” It is truly interesting to ob- | 


serve, when these scholars have ob- || when they were told by whom these 


tained one Testament, how eager they 


appear to obtain another, that they | 


may have the privilege of sending it to 


other scholars in other sunday schools; | 


and so onward,—multiplying its value 


and its influence as a premium, at 


every exchange. Eternity alone can 
tell the good that is thus doing. The 


other little books are now inthe third | 
or fourth school, and will soon pass on | 
to the Sth, 6th, &c. till all the schol- | 


ars in each school shall have read 
them. 


Our method is, to lend a bock to | 
one scholar, to be read during the | 


dS 
week, and returned the next sabbath; 


at which time the scholar is required | 
to give an account of what he has | 


read, and often have the teachers ex- 


pressed surprise to me at the correct || instrumental of accomplishing—not 


and intelligent epitome, given by the 
scholars, of the books thus read. One 
of the teachers gives this report of her 


class :—** The conduct of the scholars | 


under my tuition has been highly 


commendable for order, attention, | 
and punctual attendance. There has | 


been no forfeiture in the class for 
three months. There appears to be 
an attention and spirit of inquiry 
among the scholars, so that, not satis- 
fied with the little books weekly lent 
them, they are in the habit of calling 
on me daily for one or two, which they 
read in their day schools, gnd return 
them next morning. Il have noticed 
but one instance of a book thus lent 
being abused. My only anxiety on 
the subject is, that the want of a 
greater variety of books adapted to 
their capacities, will necessarily 
quench this spirit.” Another teach- 
er, a worthy descendant of the devo- 
ted ** apostle to Indians,” Jolin Fliot, 
observed, 


‘There is no end of thie | 
good these books are thus doing.”— | 


| No end!” Hear it, ye that know the 
_ luxury of doing good,—no end to the 
| good done to teachers, and to parents 


as well as children. 
‘‘The little books,” writes brother 


| Pomeroy, who took a large portion of 


them up the Missouri, ** have excited 
a deeper interest than any thing else. 
They have been productive of much 
good. And though I can give you no 
particular instances, yet tears have 

been seen to flow from old and young 


little books were given.”—Seven 
or eight schools are now enjoying 


' the benefit of these books, besides 


these under the care of Mr. Pomeroy. 
Without these books, several of these 
schools could not have been estab- 
lished. One or two commenced, but 
failed immediately, because they had 
no books. ‘The plan of giving books 
in this way has no tendency at all to 
lessen the exertions and the liberality 
of such as are able to promote the 
interest of sunday schools, but on the 
contrary to awaken it in the minds 
of those who without seeing the good 
thus effected, would never have felt 
any interest. 

Let the dear scholars in your 
schools look at the good they are thus 


among heathen children and youths, 
but among their brothers and sisters 


'in their own native land. 


The Testaments are furnished, |! 
believe, by the Young Men’s Bible 
Society, of New-York. They will 
doubtless see with satisfaction, by 
what | have now communicated, that 


' the good which they intended for the 


sunday school children in their own 
city, is extended far beyond the limits 
which they contemplated. The same 
Testament now becomes a premium 
to one, two and more, who are far re- 
moved from each other. The value 
is thus greatly increased. But the 
mere circumstance of furnishing a re- 


| ward, is perhaps the least advantage 


—great as that alone must be. They 


_who thus supply these Testaments, 


not only encourage by the premium, 
but furnish also to many children, both 


/ in the city and at the wes, the means 


of exercising generous and benevolent 
affections. And when it is remember- 
ed that the way to eu/livate any virtue 
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sence of God, and of angels, and of 
men, acknowledged yourselves, nos 
to be your own, but God’s, being cre- 
ated by him, and redeemed by the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus; and have re- 
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is to practice it—these young men, | 
and the teachers willreadily perceive | 
that their system of liberality involves | 
a principle of vital interest, not only | 
to scholars, but to society—especially | 





ina 
world like this. The youth who is | 
thus enabled to bestow the premium, | 
is more benefited, perhaps, by this | 
means of improving his moral feelings | 
than the one who receives merely the | 
donation. Extend the sphere of ac-| 
tion until it shall furnish every — | 
with such an opportunity, and how | 
animating would be the hope for the 
rising generation—animating to our 
country and to the church. 

To be able to say that the sunday 
schools “ prevent crimes,” is not the 
end of the wishes of the friends of 


vernment like our’s, and ina | 


sunday schools. The importance of | 


cherishing and confirming feelings | 


and habits of active benevolence in the | 


rising generation, will be understood | 
by every American, and especially by | 
all whose philanthropy embraces the 
heathen world, and who have found 
theory so ineffectual in curing the 
covetousness of the present age. It | 
is to be hoped that all who have been 
interested in this object will not only 
derive a satisfaction in viewing the 





extended field of their labours, but 


will also find occasion to enlarge the | y 
gel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the 


means of doing good as God hath 
given opportunity. 


Observer & Chronicle. | 





AN APPEAL FOR THE SUBURBS, 
Who will come “to the help of the Lord, 
to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty ?” 
Christians, will you? You who have 
said, **f am the Lord’s,” and have 
called yourselves by the name of Ja- 


cob, and have subscribed with your | 
hand unto the Lord, and surnamed | 


yourselves by the name of “Israel.” 

‘ou who have “gone up into the 
house of the Lord, and there made a 
covenant before the Lord,” “ avouch- 
ing him to be your God, and your- 


cals to be his servants,” covenant- 
ing “* to keep his commandments, and 
his statutes, and his testimonies, with 
all your heart, and all your soul.” 
You, who have publicly in the pre- 








eee 


nounced the world, the flesh, and sa- 
tan; and have dedicated your souls, 
spirits, bodies, substance, time and 
talents, without reserve, as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto 
God as your reasonable service. You, 
who have declared that you count not 
your lives dear unto yourselves, for 
the excellency of the gospel of Christ, 
and that as he has laid down his life for 
you, so you would also lay down your 
life for the brethren, You, who have 
said, ‘If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 


‘| let my right hand forget her cunning; 


if I do not remember thee, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy.” Yes, christians, 
I ask will you come “to the help of 
the Lord, to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty?” If you will not, 
by whom shall the outcasts of Israel 
be gathered? ‘* By whom shall Jacob 
arise ?” Surely not by their enemies. 
Christians, if you will not come to the 
help of the Lord, I call upon you to 
hear, Irepcat it, | call upon you to Aear 
the awful denunciation of God against 
ou. ‘* Curse ye Meroz, said the an- 


inhabitants thereof; decause the 
came not up to the help of the Lo 

to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty.’”? O Christian, if you come 
not “to the help of the Lord,” ** be- 
cause of this” tremendous denuncia- 
tion, I charge you, “ prepare to meet 
thy God,” for “ behold he cometh,” 
with a drawn sword prepared as a 
mighty warrior for the battle, and 
who shall be able to abide his com- 
ing, and who shall be able to stand 
when he appeareth! 

But my*brethren, do you ask, where 
shall we come to the help of the 
Lord ? 

Where! Go ye out into the streets 
and alleys, the high ways and hedges 
of the suburbs of this our city. Mark 
ye the groups of immortals, urging 
their way down the broad road of de- 
struction ; pressing onward with the 
impetuosity of mighty torrents—has- 
tening their steps with the rapidity 
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of lightning, to the vortex of eternal 
perdition. 
Behold husbands and wives, pa- | 
rents and children, males and females, 
mingled together in one common 
re staggering and prostrated un- 
der the cursed influence of the intox- 
icating draught. Behold them pro- 
faning the holy sabbath of the Lord! 
Hear them from prattling infancy to 
tottering old age pouring forth bitter 
imprecations, and blaspheming the 
name of the most high! See the 
hundreds of females, who ought to 
be the glory of the human race, and 
whose modest deportment, virtuous 
life, and chaste conversation, ought 
to silence every unhallowed passion | 
of the opposite sex,—see them ‘ sit- 
ting in companies at the doors of | 
their houses, on seats in high places,”’ | 
‘calling passengers whv go right on | 
their ways,” “saying to them, stolen | 
waters are sweet, and bread eaten in | 
secret is pleasant.” Go, christian | 
brethren, and you will see for your- | 
selves, where to come to the help of | 
the Lord. 
But do you ask how shall we come | 
to the help of the Lord? 
How! Surely not without arms. No, | 
brethren, ** Put on the whole armour | 
of God; without this you can do noth- | 
ing; with it, youcan doall things. Take 
you in your hands the sword of the | 
spirit, which is the word of God, and | 
with it one man shall put a thousand | 
to flight, and two, ten thousand.” “For | 
the word of God is quick and power- | 
ful, and sharper than a two-edged | 
sword, piercing even to the dividing | 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner | 
of the thoughts and intents of the | 
heart. Yes, brethren, take this for. 
your weapon, and it shall be in your | 
hands as the smooth stone chosen | 
from the brook by the youthful Da- | 
vid. The Goliath shall fall, and you | 
shail bear in triumph not only his | 
head but his heart, into the midst of | 
the camp of Israel, amidst the shouts | 
and acclamations of the daughters of 
Zion, and hallelujahs of the heavenly 
host, and present them as a rich tro- 
phy of the matchless grace of Christ, 
to the king of kings, and lord of lords. 
O brethren, can you in view of such 
obligations, and such prospects, re- 











fuse to come up to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty! O, will you 
rob God of his glory, and saints and 
angels of their crowns of rejoicing? 
Everlasting torments of the damned 
forbid it! Eternal joys of heaven cry 
aloud against it! 

Now christian! tell me, ‘‘Art thou 
for us, or for our adversaries. If thou 
art on the Lord’s side, ** Come over 
to Macedonia and help us.” Come 
down to Southwark! Do you ask, 
when and where ’?—I answer, next 
sabbath, at half past one o’clock, P. M. 
at the African Church in south Se- 
venth street, below Shippen, when 
you shall hear more on the ae 
and when an opportunity will offer to 
all the lovers of Jesus to enlist for 
life in the heavenly labour of pluck- 
ing sinners as brands from the burn- 
ing. O come, and you shall receive 
a hearty welcome from a little band 
of sabbath school teachers, who are 
endeavouring to train up their long 
neglected African brethren “in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 





REVIVAL IN NORTHAMPTON, 


Extract of a letter from a young lady in North- 
ampton to a friend in New Haven, Con. 


Since I last wrote, the Lord has 
graciously visited this place, by the 
special influences of his Holy Spirit, 
and a precious number of young peo- 
ple have renounced this vain world, 
for the love and service of Christ.— 
The first convert in this revival was 
Miss , aged about fourteen years. 
She has since been a devoted follow- 
er of him who died for sinners, and 
we have reason to believe that God 
has blessed the efforts of this dear 
child to the conversion of many souls; 
but she feels that she is only an in- 
strument in the hands of sovereign 
grace. Her convictions arose from a 
deep sense of ingratitude for the mer- 
cies which God had continually be- 
stowed upon her, and particularly the 
rejection of a crucified Saviour. Fear 
seemed to have no influence upon her 
mind, and thus was she sweetly drawn 
to heart-felt repentance toward God, 
and unfeigned faith in Christ. As 
soon as she had realised the precious- 
ness of Christ to her own soul, she 
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was unwearied in her exertions to 
bring her dear young friends to a 
knowledge of the same happiness. 
Four or five were immediately led to 
reflection by the change in , once 
so gay and thoughtless, and in the 
course of a few wecks nine of these 
dear youth were rejoicing in Christ 
as their Saviour. ‘The first who was 
affected by her conversation, and 
hopefully converted by the Spirit of 
God, was a little girl aged twelve, 
who has since with many others, 
united with the church in this place, 
and is now laid upon a bed of sick- 
ness, by a disorder which will proba- 
bly terminate her life. But her mind 
is peaceful, and a sweet confidence in 
her Redeemer is her support... Dear 
child! her pious mother left this sin- 
ful world soon after the commence- 
ment of the revival, but not without 
the hope that three of her orphan 
children had chosen the Lord for the 
guide of their youth. 

Mr. » Whose character you are 
doubtless acquainted with, brought 
his eldest daughter, aged about ten 
years, to spend some time with dear 
—. Her mind was much impressed, 
while here, and when her parents 
came for her, accompanied them 
to W; and the Lord was pleased to 
make use of this feeble instrument to 
promote a revival in that place.—She 
began by holding meetings for the 
young girls in the village. ‘here are 
about three hundred connected with 
the factory. She conducted the meet- 
ings alone; read a hymn from Nettle- 
ton’s collection, which was sung; 
then led in prayer, and very feelingly 














addressed her young audience, urg- | 
ing them to flee to the Saviour of sin- | 


ners, and submit their hearts to him. 
A large number of these girls, and 
many others in the village, are re- 
joicing in Christ. Christians have 
‘awaked to their duty, and the revival 
has reached all parts of the town. 
But while we speak of the means 
which the Lord condescends to em- 
ploy for the salvation of souls, let us 
remember that all the glory and 
praise belongs to him alone. 

With very few exceptions, all the 


young ladies of the first class in our — 


congregation, profess to love the Lord 
Jesus, and some of these are bright 











examples of the grace of God—some 
that were formerly the most gay and 
fashionable, now devote all their ta- 
lents to the blessed object of doing 
good. We have a large society of 
young ladies, who spend one after- 
noon in each week in working for the 
support of a heathen child, named for 
our beloved pastor. These meetings 
are very interesting, as the conversa- 
tion is wholly on the great subject of 
religion. I wish I could introduce you 
to some of our dear young christians. 
It would animate your heart to wit- 
ness their love to the cause. 

A large number of servant girls are 
also rejoicing in hope, and a very 
lovely woman, a widow and mother 
of thirteen children, who has been a 
professor from her youth, but very 
much devoted to the world, has since 
the revival commenced, discovered 
that she was destitute of true religion, 
and has given her whole heart to the 
blessed Saviour, A short time before 
this took place, her eldest daughter, 
aged fourteen, and one of ; 





Ss 
friends, was happily converted, and 
since then, two young women in her 
family, It is sweet to go into that 
house, it seems as if they lived only 
for God, Mrs L. now unites cordially 
with a number of her christian friends, 
who meet weekly for prayer at her 
house. Owhat a change! how rich 
the grace of God! Several young 
men, who are clerks, are among the 
subjects of the revival; and some men 
of advanced years, and heads of fa- 
milies. Stillthere are multitudes re- 
maining the enemies of God, and it is 
to be heped that christians will be 
humble, watchful, and prayerful, and 
wait upon God for a continuance of 
the blessing. Our sabbath school is 
very prosperous, and more interest is 
felt than ever before. I have a class 
of eight little girls. The monthly 
concert is observed by the teachers 
only, and these meetings are very in- 
teresting. A large number of the 
scholars and some teachers are among 
the converts. A library has been es- 
tablished, which is productive of much 
benefit to parents as well as children. 
Among the books is the sweet me- 
mou of Ann Eliza Starr, I thank you 
much for dear Mrs, Richard’s letter. 
Iwill keep it till I hear again from 
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you, lest this letter should fail to | 


reach you. ‘The ladies in this town 
have collected sufficient money to 
send out a comfortable dwelling to 
these dear missionaries, and it is al- 
ready embarked from a sea-port in 
Maine. May it add many years to 
their truly valuable lives.— Religious 
Intelligencer. 





LOTTERIES. 


Lotteries promote individual and gene- 
ral poverty. 


This is a consequence which is di- 
rect and palpable, and every day be- 
fore our eyes. Without resorting to 
a calculation on the merits of lottery 
schemes for proof of this position, we 
ask any one to step into one of our 
numerous offices on the arrival of lot- 
tery news, and in the dejected coun- 
tenances of the throng that is there, 
read its demonstration, Those who 
compose the throng, are those who 
are least able to venture the hazards 
of the wheel, and of course, most af- 
fected by them. That portion of our 
citizens, who have money in store 
sufficient to bear them smoothly 
through the fluctuations and exigen- 
cies of life, venture very little in this 
trafic. They being in a position to 
look coolly on, see and know its fu- 
tility and deception; and if they ven- 
ture, it is for the amusement and 
pleasure of chance excitement. Nor 
are they in a situation to be ruffled by 
the eventual good or ill success. The 
trick then succeeds mainly upon the 
needy; on him whose immediate wants 
compel him to be impatient of the 
**slow but sure” process of sober in- 
dustry. And he does not stake his 
earnings for the gratification of ga- 
ming excitement. Expectations and 
hopes are built upon the quicksand 
foundation in which the happiness of 
the individual is intimately coacern- 
ed. Is it not enough that from the 
poor man’s hard earnings, the rich 
should count out their profits, and he, 
with what little remains, be left to 
wait upon the fits and changes of the 
market, that these sly vampyres of 
their earnings should be let loose 
upon them? “The poor man’s po- 


verty is his destruction,” is a tru- 
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ism which contains more meaning 
than the tameness of the expression 
promises. Many are the poor and 
hard-handed men who have had occa- 
sion to feel and deplore the cruel 
truth contained in it as it now stands, 
And alas! for the day in which pub- 
lic policy or cupidity conceived the 
design of those measures which have 
added a new emphasis to it. 

But the empoverishing tendency of 
lottery dealing is palpable in theory. 
What would be thought of the pros- 

ect of a man,—not to say of his 
judgment and common sense,—who 
should embark in speculation where 
the chances of failure and success 
were twenty to one against him; and 
fifteen per cent. discount on his suc- 
cess staring him in the face. And 
such is a fair expose of lottery specu- 
lation. We have before us the scheme 
of the “* Connecticut State Lottery,— 
third Class,” which is said to be a fair 
scheme, Let us weigh a little its me- 
rits. ‘The whole number of tickets is 
34,220. 22,100 of them are blanks, 
the remaining 12,120 are called of 
course prizes. But look to this a lit- 
tle nearer: 10,608 of these prizes are 
$2 each—the price of the ticket. 
That is, if with two chances to one 
against you, your lot falls upon one of 
them, the price of your ticket is re- 
stored, minus 15 per cent; which is 
$1 70; subtracting from this sum the 
chagrin of disappointment and the 
use of your money, and we shall con- 
sent to call the 10,608 prizes blanks; 
making in the whole 32,708 blanks. 
The prizes then are reduced to 1,512, 
Now 1,300 of these are $4 prizes. 
The chance against getting one of 
them is twenty to one; and when you 
have drawn one of them, you have 

made $1 40 on your money; which 
is not worth the risk. The prizes are 
now reduced to 212; 104 of which are 
but $10 prizes, or $6 50 more than 
cost. To what then does all this high 
sounding parade of prizes and for- 
tunes—this great licensed cheat, 
amount? The ticket holder, forsooth, 
stands 108 chances in 34,220, or only 
1 in 516 of drawing any thing over 

10! 

Now if this be not a ruinous game, 
if it can be shown that an investiture 
of money in such a venture is politic 
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or rational, we will abandon the po- 
sition—that lotteries induce indivi- 
dual poverty. 

There is another unwarrantable de- 
ceit upon the face of these schemes, 
to which we would allude while here, 


contrived to delude the venturer, al- | 
though, as we shall be told, the craft | 


is plain before his eyes. But it is, 
notwithstanding, a species of silent 
deception, a holding out of false co- 
lours, which would stamp a common 
contract with fraud, and subject a 
common trader to the imputation of 
dishonesty and jockeying. The 


scheme promises to the holder of a | 


certain ticket, in round numbers a 
prize of $1000. The prize is in re- 
ality but $850, and the holder is in 
no prevaricating sense entitled to a 
penny more. The addition then of 
the $150 which belongs to the ven- 
der, is a delusive lure, a contrived de- 
ceit. 

We have proceeded above on the 
idea that the purchaser was unsuc- 
cessful, For which our warrant is 
that in just 19 cases in 20, he gets 
less than he gaye; and in 315 cases in 
316, nothing over $6 50. But sup- 
pose nineteen of his neighbours’ 
pockets are emptied to fill the twen- 
tieth; suppose him to be successful, 
and the case is worse. The great and 
admitted truth, that money thus ad- 
ventitiously and undeservedly ac- 
quired, works desolation among the 
best habits of life, both with the pos- 
sessors and those around them, need 
only to be cited in support of this po- 
sition. It paralyses honest industry 
and labour, and renders cheap and 
paltry in the eyes of thousands, the 
moderate but unfickle fruits of fru- 
gality and sober habits. And after all 
the individual success itself is seldom 
abiding in the hands of its possessor; 
it goes as it came—* male parta, male 
dilabuntur.” 

If lottery gaming then be a ruinous 
traffic applied to individuals, their 
public tendency, of course, must be 
to impoverish. No matter how gene- 
rous or worthy may be the applica- 
tion of the profits: be the end ever so 
benevolent, or humane, or politic, it 
sanctions not the means. The tax 


falls not where it ought to, The rule 
of assessment is not the property of | 








the citizen, but the poverty and 
weakness. It cannot be concealed 
that this is a staggering argument 
against lotteries, as a system of raising 
money. It operates iniquitously and 
tyranically; the burden is imposed 
unequally. 

But the mischief of the system does 
not end in draining off the slender 
earnings of the needy—lIt is the de- 
struction of contentment, and indus- 
try, and morality, those great inhe- 
rent elements of social happiness, 
upon which we would lay the empha- 
sis. Ten fold more essential than all 
the money ever raised by lotteries; 
nay, beyond all price, is that self-ap- 
probation, that contented security, 
that honest independence, which de- 
pends on a love of industry, and 
a reliance that merit shall be always 
preferred. Far more politic were it, 
to send forth your purveyors and ex- 
acters with powers to take money 
where they can find it, with no other 
right or apology than that * thus 
commands the king:” and when you 
have thus gleaned the land, bury the 
treasures in the sea. The country 
would be comparatively little impo- 
verished. 

If thus much be true of our domes- 
tic lotteries, what shall be said of the 
policy of admitting the foreign lotte- 
ries, whose schemes may be seen 
picturing the door-posts and bow- 


_ windows at every turn and corner of 





our streets? We have not the means 
of estimating the sums which these 
great blood-suckers of our hard earn- 
ings carry out of the state, without an 
equivalent; or leaving nothing be- 


| hind them, but desolation amid our 


morals. But we should suppose that 
the eves of our citizens were open to 
enough on this head not to need a 
display in figures of the enormity of 
the case.—Feligious Intelligeucer. 





CONCLUSION, 
ADDRESS TO YOUTH OF BOTH SEXES. 
{This address, though it formed no 


| part of the Prize Essay, concluded in 
_ this number, was written by the same 
author, and refers to it.) 





Dear young people, 
We trust many of you have, in the 


morning of your lives, presented your- 
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selves living, acceptable sacrifices to | 


him, who called you into existence | 


at first, and redeemed you when lost 
and ruined. If you have performed 
this reasonable duty, your anxious 
inquiry will be, ** Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” And this inquiry 
will be accompanied with sincere and 


solemn’ resolutions in the strength of 


divine grace, to engage, with all your 
powers, in whatever piece of service, 


he may in his providence, call you to 


perform. This will be the resolution | 


’ 


of all, who feel, as they ought, the | 


unspeakable obligations they are un- 
der to that glorious Redeemer who 
died for them. They will engage 
with cheerful alacrity in his service, 
and rejoice in every opportunity 
which occurs of spreading abroad the 
honours of his name, and of making 
Known his divine excellencies to 
others. Trusting that such are the 
exercises of your ardent and generous 
minds, we present you with the fore- 
going sketch of character, with an 
outline ofthe duties belonging there. 
to, in order to assist you in rendering 
your pious resolutions effectual. In 
whatever way, you are convinced, 
you will be the most efficient in pro- 
moting the glory of God, and the 
good of your fellow creatures, that 
way you ought decisively to adopt. 
But, from every view which we can 
take of the subject, it is our opinion, 
that in no way, with equal facility, can 
you be so extensively useful, as in the 
wide field which now lies before you, 
I mean that of sabbath school instruc- 
tion. If you think you are not pos- 
sessed of the qualifications necessary 
for the proper performance of this 
duty, you will be criminally negli- 
gent, if you do not acquire them.— 
They are within the reach of common 
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capacities. ‘There are no difficulties 
in their acquisition, but what a mo- 
derate share of diligence and industry 
will surmount. But like every other 
excellence, they cannot be obtained 
without some trouble. They are @ 
part of that heavenly wisdom which 
must be ** sought for, as for hidden 
treasure :” but will be found by the 
diligent and sincere seeker. 

That you may engage in the ac- 
quisition of these qualifications, and 
when attained, in the faithful and 
persevering application of them, we 
offer you the following brief reflec- 
tions, as considerations, which your 
own minds may pursue to greater 
length. 

You live in a period of the world 
more interesting, than any that has 


been since time began. Almost six 
| thousand years have rolled their ge- 


nerations over our fallen race, sunk 
in the dark abyss of sin and misery.— 
Nearly two thousand years ago, the 
auspicious Star of Bethlehem, shed its 
cheering rays on our benighted world, 
and the Sun of Righteousness be- 
gan to illumine the gloomy horizon. 
The Saviour of the world, who had 
been long foretold and prefigured in 
types and shadows, appeared in our 
nature, and by death conquered death 
and him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; and rose triumphant 
over all the powers of darkness, and 
ascended the throne of the universe, 
whence he rules in the midst ofhis ene- 
mies, causing even their wrath to re- 
dound to his praise, and all their 
machinations to issue in glory to his 
name and good to his people. Out 
of Zion the excellency of beauty he 
shines gloriously; from thence his 
power is displayed in making his peo- 


ple yield a willing subjection to his 
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government. In the book which || known to the world, though their 


closes the volume of Inspiration, he 
has favoured his church with her 
prospective history to the end of time, 
and even into eternity. ‘* Glorious 
things are spoken of thee, thou city 
of God,” she will be a praise and glo- 
ry in the whole earth: for her king is 
to reign on earth a thousand years.— 
The kingdoms of this world are to 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ. And the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven 
shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High. Thus you see, 
that the infernal usurper and spoil- 
er of the fair creation of God, is not 
always to rule in the earth. He isto 
be bound for a thousand years. Pa- 
radise is to be again restored to 
man.—At a period in which these 
glorious days are near at hand, it is 
your lot to live: perhaps some of 
you may see their actual commence- 
ment. The great head of the 
church seems to be hastening them. 
He is multiplying the honoured in- 
struments of enlarging his king- 
dom, and lessening that of Satan.— 
The still small voice of the gospel has 
hitherto been calling adults from 
darkness to light : but there has late- 
ly been put into operation a system 
still more simple and unostentatious, 
but of nearly equal efficiency, by 
which thousands of infants are res- 
cued from the jaws of the devouring 
lion, and brought into the fold and to 
the arms of the Good Shepherd. 
Happy are they who are heartily en- 
gaged in this honourable work. It 
is no less than an exhibition of the 
gospel, adapted to the capacity of 
children. And though the faithful 
sabbath school teachers may be un- 











names may not shine conspicuous 
upon the rolls of fame, with the he- 
roes and great ones of the earth, yet 
they shall be “gloriously enrolled in 
the records of eternity.” They shall 
be honourably mentioned before an 
assembled universe, where the great- 
est heroes, at which the world ever 
stared, shall wish to hide their heads 
beneath the falling ruins of that stage 
on which they acted their inglorious 
parts. If Christ will not allow the 
trifling boon of a cup of cold wa- 
ter given to one of his disciples, to 
pass unrewarded, what may they not 
expect who devote their lives and 
sacrifice their ease to be instrumental 
in bringing many to drink of the wa- 
ter of that river whose streams make 
glad the city of our God ? 

The generation that are now bloom- 
ing in youth, have abundant reason to 
adore the disposer of all events, that 
they live in the era of sabbath schools, 
in which they can act so important a 
part, and can be so extensively useful. 


Nothing can be better calculated 
to arouse and call forth all the ener- 
gies of which the ardent and generous 
minds of youth are capable, than the 
considerations to which we have al- 
ready called your attention. We beg 
of you to peruse them at your leisure, 
and ponder and think of them well. 
We intend at present no more than 
to give you a hint, which, we are 
aware, your own judgments, and ac- 
tive minds, will carry out into all its 
bearings. We will once more remind 
you (for it isa matter weighty with 
the vast concerns of your eternal des- 
tinies) of the important place you 
hold in the fabric of time. The re- 


| mainder of the structure is to rest 
upon you. 


To drop this figure and 
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speak plainly, the charactcr of ages || sacrifice a little ease, to maintain that 


and generations to come, depends, in 
some measure, on your conduct. But 
know also, that the purposes of God | 
shallstand; prophecies must be ful- 


filled; the millenium willtake place: | take a little trouble to implant prin- 


Christ will ‘raise up instruments to 
prepare the way for his coming to 
reign. You may refuse to do any 
thing for him, but your refusing to do 
any thing will not retard his coming 
a single moment. There will be 
enough who will be glad of the ho- 
nour. How many aged fathers of the 
rising generation, who’ have fought 
the good fight, and are called to lay 
down the sword, and receive the 
crown of glory, like aged veterans re- 
tiring from the scene of action, look 
with an eye—I was going to say, of 
holy envy, on the ranks of youthful 
warriors advancing to the field, to 
achieve a victory, and perform ex- 
ploits more important than any that 
ever will be found in the annals of 
time. How many who are advanced 
in life, regret that their youth was not 
employed in sabbath school instruc- 
tion. These unavailing regrets, it is 
now in your power to avoid. And 
when you are once engaged in it, O 
let not a trifle drive you from it. 


Keep your fathers of our happy revo- | 


lution in your eye; in fighting for dress; well assured that what we 


the liberty which we now enjoy, and | 
achieving the emancipation of our 
beloved country from a foreign yoke, 
consider what toils, what labours, 
what difficulties, privations, and 


which they manfully, unshrinkingly | 
and perseveringly sustained! They 
freely sacrificed all that was dear to 


their wealth, and their lives, to secure 
our independence; and will not you 


| independence ? For it would be easy 
|to show how sabbath schools are 
connected with the liberties and hap- 

piness of our country. Will you not 


ciples of morality, religion, and vir- 
‘tue, in the minds of the rising gene- 
/ration, without which, could even h- 


|| berty be maintained, it would bea 


i 


| 
| 
| 
i 


| 








ing. “A word to the wise is suffi- 
dangers they had to encounter ; all | 


them, their ease, their characters, I 


|| curse instead of a blessing ! 
| We have told you, and tell you 
‘again, that the Redeemer will estab- 
lish his throne and extend his king- 
dom over all the earth, whether you 
|| bear an active part, as instruments, in 
| promoting his interests, or not. He 
| is on his way, and will quickly come. 
| “’ Who then is a faithful and wise ser- 
| vant, whom his lord hath made ruler 
| over his household, to give them meat 
'in due season? Blessed is that ser- 
vant, whom his lord when he cometh 


shall find so doing. Verily I say un- 


to you, that he shall make him ruler 
over all his goods.” “ Blessed are 


those servants, whom the Lord when 
he cometh, shall find watching : veri- 
ly I say unto you, that he shall gird 
himself, and make them to sit down 

to meat, and willcome forth and serve 
| them.” 


| With this we close the present ad- 


i | have already advanced, is amply suf- 
| ficient to influence every mind that is 


fitto be engaged in the important 


business which we are recommend- 


} cient,” and other characters are not 

| wanted. Those who cannot be influ- 
|| enced by the last text which we 
| aren to serve, to the utmost of 

their power, such a master, who will 
jn not disdain, as a reward for the puny 
| services done him, to gird himself 
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and make them sit down to meat, and 
come forth and wait on them himself, 
for fear no one whom he might order 
to do it, would serve them so well— 
we know what would affect them. 


THE SYNOD OF PITTSBURG, 


The following resolutions were 
passed by the Synod of Pittsbu 
at their late meeting. 

4. Resolved, that it be affectionate- 
ly and earnestly recommended to all 
parents and heads of families connect- 
ed with our churches, to review with 
becoming seriousness and fervent 
prayer, the obligations resting upon 
them, as well from the express in- 
junctions of the Bible, as their own 
solemn vows, to train up their chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord: to instil into their minds 
the precious truths of revelation, in- 


ror 
‘hy? 


forming their understandings, regu- | 


lating their habits, and leading them, 
morning and evening, to a throne of 
grace, andthus exemplify that primi- 
tive and excellent injunction ** And 
thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shall talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up.” And consider the duty of 
parental instruction and faithfulness, 
as not only comprising a care over 
their morals, and an indoctrinating 
them in the principles of the gospel, 
but a frequent and an affectionate ad- 
dress to them personally on the great 
subject of their eternal welfare, a 
close application of divine truth to 
their minds, and a frequent and fer- 
vent “ wrestiing’’ at a throne of grace 
for their salvation. And that they be 
further exhorted to remember, that 
family worship has always been con- 
sidered, by our church, as an indis- 
pensable term of communion; and 
that christian parents have little rea- 
son to expect for their children the 
saving grace of God upon the public 
means, unless they habitually teach 
them to consider no personal attain- 
ment, or worldly accomplishment, as 
fit to be brought in competition with 
religion, and make it their daily aim 
to command their households after them 
in the ways of duty—to make their 
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families the fountains of true piety» 
and the nurseries of the church; thus 
imitating the example of that emi- 
nent believer, who resolved that as 
** for him and his house they would serve 
the Lord.’’ 

5. Resolved, that it be further re- 
commended to the pastors of the sev- 
eral congregation of the Synod, fre- 
quently to assemble the young people 
of their charge together, to address 
them on the great importance of 
early piety, and exhort them to im- 
prove the precious season of youth, 
in seeking an interest in the great 
salvation. 

HARTFORD, CON, 

We are not a little encouraged by 
what the Lord hath done for you. 
Though our hearts were never glad- 
dened by the sound of many voices 
saying, “ What shall we do to be sav- 
ed?” yet, “your God” and ‘our 
God” has favoured us in a measure, 
and though small, we desire to praise 
him for remembering us in our low 
estate; and for giving us some to- 
kens of his presence. In the school 
in which lam immediately concerned, 
several (say three or four of the chil- 
dren, and as many teachers, ) are hop- 
ing that God has mercifully pardoned 
their sins. In the other schools (two 
in number) I believe about as many 
are indulging the like precious hope. 
1 would, however, speak with cau- 
tion; and would now request that the 
schools in this city might be special- 
ly remembered at your next monthly 
concert. Were I sure of this, 1 would 
rejoice to inform my brethren and 
sisters of it, at our meeting on the 
same evening. To be told that the 
teachers in Utica, where there has 
been such signal displays of mercy 
towards the sabbath school; to be 
told that your teachers were praying 
for ws, SPECIALLY, atthe same time we 
were also lifting up our feeble cries 
in our own behalf, it seems to me 
woulkl add greatly to the powerful 
impulse which brings us to the throne 
of grace.— Visitunt, 





CHINESE YOUTH. 

[Closing extract from a farewell let- 
ter te a sabbath school in Boston, da- 
ted August 24, 1826, and written by a 
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| 
Chinese youth, on the point of em- | 


He 
about five 


barking for his own country. 
had ee in this country 


years, and, we believe, has enjoyed | 


the benefits of the Cornwall school. 
—Zion’s Herald. 

“‘j have more to say; but the time 
is short. I only write these few 
so that you might search the 
ture, and be faithful i in t] 
study the 37th Psalm, and 31st also. 
May the Lord’s will bless you all, and 
guide you by his counsel. May the 
Spirit of God strengthen all. 
May you often go to the throne 
grace, that you all may find the hap- 
piness and peace to rest in your souls, 
to enjoy here and hereafter in his glo- 
rious kingdom. Now | expect to be 


lines, 
scrip- 
ie L ord; and 


you 


of 


going to my native home, | shall re- 
member youall at the throne of grace 


in my prayers to God. 
. i | 

for me, that I may go through the 
danger ocean. 


**Oh, that unfathomable sea! 
Those deeps without a shore! 

Where living waters gently play, 
Or fiery billows roar. 

“There I shall swim in heavenly | 
Or sink in flaming waves, 

While the pale carcass breathh ss lies 
Among the silent graves. 


bliss, 


“T bid you all farewell. 1 
sincere friend, 
* Wittiam Boretro, 
66 A ( Ainese I G1 ‘ ,.”? 


am 


AUXILIARIES, 


Recognized at the stated meeting of the 
5S Oo * 
Board of Managers, November 14th, 
1826, 


Pittsburgh Sabbath NSchool Union. 


Instituted October 16, 1826. M. B. 
Lowrie, President. John Hannan, 
Charles Craig, V. Presidents. Isaac 
Harris, Recording Secretary. James | 


Wilson, Treasurer. ‘Thomas Free- 
man, Edward Holmes, John Marshall, 
Edward Moore, John Clarke, 
M‘Combs, John Forode, John M‘Cal- 
lister, Rev.John Bradley, A.Alexander, 
Thos. Tackaberry, Alexander Laugh- || 
lin, Benjamin Moore, . 


I hope you | 
remember me in your prayers to God | 


your 


| 
; 


| 
| 
| 
1} 


Wm. | 


{| 


john M* Kee, || 


Thomas Beer, W, H. Hart, Managers. | 





Moneys Received, Sc. $83 
Burlington Baptist Sunday School. 
Sarah R. Allen, Directress. Horatio 
Grant, Superinte ident. Bertha S. El- 
lis, Sec. and Jreas 
Dari (Georgia, ) Sabbath School. 
Ebenezer J. Rees, Superintendent, 
Nazareth (Philadelphia, ) Sabbath 
School Teachers’ Association. James 
Melvin, /’resident. Richard Corbit, 
Treasurer. George Watson, Secretary. 
Renssalear County (N. Y.) Sunday 
chool Union. G. Corning, /res. 
l. Harpham, lst, Jesse ‘Tracy, 2nd, 
James WV allac m il Vice Pres. 1). 
Beal, Jr. 7 Abram Nash, 
Jonah Wickes, Chester Webster, 
Chauncey Pierce, Jeremiah Chiches- 
ter, Edward Wilson, Gurdon Hunt, 
John D. Mann, Isaiah M‘Kibbin, Wil- 
liam Smith, George Fry, Henry J. 
Curtis, J liah «Tracy, Wilham 
'Moorehouse, Directors. P. S. Red- 
field, Secreta NE Troy, N,  # 
Burlington, Methodist Epis. Sab- 
bath School. Samuel Stockton, Pres, 


Jose} Pres. Danie! Kim- 
it, Benjamin Haines, 
t,.Wanavrers. Rebecca 
Di William 


Bur- 


ph Douglass, V, 

1 ° ; 

ble, S i ut zntera 
oah L ppincot 
, ‘ 

( wn ri i' 
i 

( OW thw aite, 


On, N. J. 


ectress. 


Se C? 


Waite, 
per ‘elary. 


Moneys received by the Treasurer of 
the American y School Uni- 
on, from the 20th of October to the 


WwOVeMODCr, 


Sunday 


) : f 
aU O} 


$26. 


MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIPE, 
By the payment of thirty dollars and 
hoodarel 
UpPiou iS 
Rev. Lliowarn M ALCOM, General 


Agent of the A. 8. S. Union, 
by his own subscription, $30 


OTHER MEM 


HENS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars and 
upwards. 


Col. Richard Varick, N. Y. 
City, - . . - $100 
Robert Oliver, Vice President, 
Baltimore, - . - - 50 
John Tappan, Boston, -. - 100 
Roswell L. Colt, Baltimore, - 30 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 
By the tyme? nt of three dollars and up- 
wards, 
S.J. J. 1825-6 S6 











ea 


BS Eras he 























584 Notices and Acknowledgments. December. 
Richard Hayes, Hartford, 1827, 3 COLLECTIONS IN CHURCHES, BY THE GE- 
DONATIONS Ze 

. At Haddonfield, WV. J. - $5 30 
Rev. N. Patterson, Baltimore, $5 Woodbury, do. . 2 00 
John T. Barr, do. 5 Camden, do. ° 5 60 
Rev. L. B. do. 5 New Castle, Delaware, 10 51 
Alexander Brown, do. 10 Baltimore, (2d Pres. Ch.) 7 70 
William M‘Donald, — do. 10 Do. (Ref. Dutch Ch.) 5 46 
Alexander Fridge, do. 10 New Brunswick, M. J. 3 87 
P. Hotiman, do. 5|| Cash, - ° ° . - 1 50 

R. Gilmore and Son, do. 30 || Cash from sundry persons at 
Wilmington, . : - 200 

———— 


Notices and Acknowledgments. 


The Association of Male Sunday Schoo] Teachers of Philadelphia, meet in 
the usual place on the 3d Monday evening of this month; when the following 
question will be proposed for discussion, viz. “Js it expedient to relinquish the 
present system of rewarding by means of tickets.” 

‘The committee of publication, with a view to enhance the interest and 
usefulness of the Magazine, have offered a compensation of one dollar per 
page, for all original essays, which shall be approved, and admitted into its 
columns. Persons who may wish to avail themselves of this offer without dis- 
closing their names, will please attach their address to their communications 
in a sealed envelope, which will in no case be opened, where the article is 
deemed unsuitable for our design.-—lt is necessary that all communications 
by mail should be post paid. 


Subscribers are reminded that the subscriptions to the Magazine are due 
in advance. We would respectfully request those who have omitted paying 
for the current year, to attend to this necessary duty as soon as possible, as 
without punctuality on the part of our friends, the benevolent operations of 
the Union will be much impeded. 


Youth’s Friend.—The fourth volume of this little work commences on the 
first of January. It will be necessary for the committee to adhere to the re- 
gulation of not forwarding numbers excepting when payment is made in ad- 
vance. The small price of this Magazine, only twenty-five cents per year, 
renders an observance of this rule indispensable. 


Union Hymn Book.—The Hymn Book published by the American Sunday 
School Union, was revised and stereotyped in March last; since which time 
32,500 copies have been printed, and nearly that number issued from the 
Depository. 

The small number of hymns for teachers’ meetings contained in this col- 
lection, has been frequently made a subject of complaint, and our present 
object is to explain the motive which led to the omission. A sufficient num- 
ber of hymns for teachers’ meetings would either have increased the price of 
the book too much, or reduced the others to too small a number; and the 
committee, after a long and careful consideration of the subject concluded to 
prepare another hymn book, for the use of teachers, which is now published. 
This plan, we have no doubt, will be preferable to any other, and will give 
weneral satisfaction. 
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